362 Mr. S. Bligh ox Baza ceylonensis. 


I have heard nothing more of the King Eiders; but I can 
name no part of the British Islands which will more amply 
repay a careful investigation of its bird-riches than St. Kilda. 
The place must be seen to be thoroughly appreciated ; and I 
have little doubt that other discoveries await the ornitho- 
logist in this lonely group of Atlantic isles. Much remains 
to be done amongst the Fulmars; and the Shearwaters that 
breed there are, I think, very imperfectly known. Will not 
some member of the B. O. U. take a peep at this wonderful 
bird-paradise and tell us more about the ornithology of this 
remote corner of the British Islands? believe me, he will be 
well repaid ! 


XXXVII.—Note on Baza ceylonensis, Legge. By SamurL 
Bricen, Catton, Koslander, Ceylon. Communieated by 
J. H. Gurney. 


Tur first specimen of Baza ceylonensis which I have had in 
the flesh was shot by a coolie on the top of a precipice above 
here and over 5000 feet high, on the 27th of Mareh, 1885. 

It was a male, with the testes very large, and its stomach 
contained the remains of a large lizard, the long tail of whieh 
had been swallowed whole. This specimen weighed just over 
one pound ; its length was 17 inches, wing-measurement 114, 
spread of wings 38, tail 8}, longest crest-feather 23, tarsus 
14, naked part of tarsus in front 3, from point of closed wings 
to end of tail 2. The legs, in a fresh state, were not yellow, 
as described by Col. Legge (‘Birds of Ceylon,’ p. 94), but 
dull dirty white, pervaded by a visible, though faint, stain of 
plumbeous; the cere and the base of the bill were perfectly 
of one colour, and might be called black, though, perhaps, 
with a tinge of brown, the base of the lower mandible and 
the lower base of the upper being lead-coloured, as were also 
the bare skin of the lores and that above the eyes; the irides 
were orange. 

I found on skinning this specimen that the eye was wn- 
usually large for the size of the bird ; not that the visible part 
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of the eye was so, but the ball and horny sheath, these being 
also of an ovoid shape, so that it required no measurement to 
see that the length of the eye considerably exceeded its 
height. 


XXX VIII.—Further Contributions to the Ornithology of Japan. 
By Henry SEEBONM. 


Amonest a smail number of birds which have been sent to 
me for examination by the Government of Japan, through 
Mr. H. Pryer, are several deserving of notice. 


DIoMEDEA NIGRIPES. 

This Albatross was first recorded from Japan a year ago 
(Ibis, 1884, p. 176), a female having been shot on the 17th 
of May. I have now to record a second example obtained 
on the coast of the province of Sagami, near Yokohama. It 
is a male, the label being dated the 27th of February. 


NUMENIUS MINOR. 

The sole record of the occurrence of this little Curlew in 
Japan has hitherto been that of the ‘Fauna Japonica’ of 
Temminck and Schlegel, and this is now confirmed by a 
female example obtained at Giotoku, near Yokohama, on the 
8rd of October, 1888. This specics may be regarded as the 
Asiatic representative of the Eskimo Curlew: breeding in 
Eastern Siberia, passing along the coasts of Chima aud Japan 
on the spring and autumn migration, and wintering in 
Australia. 


TOTANUS CALIDRIS. 

A young male Redshank, in first plumage, obtained on the 
Ath of September, 1883, at Giotokn, not very far from Yo- 
kohama, adds a new bird to the Japanese list. Itis remark- 
able that a bird breeding almost throughout the Palearctic 
Region and wintering in Africa, India, Burma, and the 
islands of the Malay archipelago, should not have been found 
long ago on migration in Japan. 


